had the organisation of the country and its resources
in its hands. Out of this position, power at the
Centre would have necessarily followed. India's in-
tegrity and position, power and status would have all
been secured during the War. But the rejection of
Gandhijfs offer, though known to fewi, made it clear
fthat the British statesmen were not prepared just
then to allow Congressmen to touch the Centre, even
under the existing constitution.
The crisis had made the British panicky, the Con-
gress impatient. Indo-Briitish distrust, the legacy of
history, reared its ugly head; the time far decision
was too short for overcoming it. British civilians
wanted no co-operation. The bulk of Congressmen
shied at co-operation. The resignations of ithe Con-
gress ministries were therefore accepted.
Britain and India thus moved towards the ap-
pointed catastrophe, as in a Greek tragedy.
IX
HOW BRITAIN FRUSTRATED THE
NATION AND REARED A FRAN-
KENSTEIN (1939-44)
When the Congress ministries resigned in Nov-
ember 1939, Britain was staggered. The alliance of
the Congress, which the British Government regard-
ed as more or less of a permanent nature, was bro-
ken. Britain suddenly found the Congress hostile at
the moment when the European war imposed upon
her the supreme need for inter-imperial solidarity..
But the Congress had alienated the Indian States by
the Rajkot debacle. It had also antagonised the
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